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When I was a young boy I loved racing cars and wanted to become a Formula 1 racing pilot. 
Soon I knew all the cars and their drivers where my heroes.



5 september 1970

When I was just thirteen years old, one of my heroes was JochenRindt. 
But he crashed and died.
¢Ƙŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ƳŜ 
becoming a Formula 1 Pilot. It was too dangerous and they also said 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ǇƛƭƻǘΦ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jochen_Rindt


So I abandoned the idea of becoming a Formula 1 pilot and I replied:
ά LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Χ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΦέ



Of course, my dream was to become a Fighter Pilot! 
And I do not know whether my parents took me seriously that day. At least, they did not object.

F104G STARFIGHTER

DASSAULT MIRAGE V PHANTOM F4

23th Sqn



Because, being a fighter pilot, certainly in those days, 
also was (and it still is) a very hazardous profession. 
Χ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ



So, having finished high school, I pursued my dream 
and joined the Air Force, by going to the RMA.



SIAI MARCHETTI SF260M

ALPHA JET DEC 1984

GrobG103 TwinAstir After getting my Master of Science (MSc) degree and 
completing my flying training, I received my wings as a pilot.



1985 - 1988

15 years after I decided to become a pilot, I reached 
my goal and actually became a strike fighter pilot.



When you want to 
achieve something 

you need clear 
objectives and take 
action, otherwise a 

dream will just 
remain a dream.



InstructorPilot
O&T Officer
FlyingGroup
IP ςAlpha-Jet
1993-1995

9WTrg ςBrustem(BE)ςAdvanced FlyingTraining

ElementaryFlyingSchool ςGoetsenhoven (BE) ςBasic FlyingTraining

IPςSF260M/D
1988-1991

Becoming an Instructor Pilot is the next step in my career, with an assignment at the EFS. After a 
year of study at the Staff College, assignments at HQ TrgComdand 9th Wing Training followed.

StaffOfficer
HQ Trg&SpLuM

1992-1993

StaffCollege
1991-1992



EFS Ą 1W

After a 2nd Staff tour (Flight Safety) I was chosen to become CO (Commanding Officer) of the 5th Sqn.
In this period (September 1996) the 5th Sqnmoved from Goetsenhovento Beauvechain

ElementaryFlyingSchool ς5th SqnςGoetsenhoven (BE) ς(1950 ς1996)

1 W ς5th SqnςBeauvechain (BE) ς(1996 - ?) 

CO 5th Squadron (1996 ς1998)

StaffOfficer
Air Staff

Flight Safety
1995-1996



When you want to 
achieve something

(as a leader),
you need to create a 
shared vision in your 

team and align 
individual objectives 
with team objectives.



Aircraft Accident Investigation and Prevention

Another assignment at the Air Staff Flight Safety ςAccident Prevention and Investigation (1998 ς2003)
In this period, I was able to expand my view from flight safety (focus on aircraft and aircrew) to aviation safety (looking at the whole aviation 
system). While boosting aviation safety education, I also introduced Operational Risk Management to the Belgian and Netherlands Air Forces. 



Accidents are always 
complex systems. 
Often it only takes 

one little thing to go 
right to avoid disaster.



To finish my career, I received 
an international assignment at 

SHAPE (NATO), dealing with 
Nuclear Surety, Exercises and 
Communication, Command & 
Control. As such making sure 
ǘƘŀǘ b!¢hΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ 
were safe and could be used 
whenever required. Hence 

helping in preserving PEACE.
(2003 ς2007)


